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Introduction

Several states include mandates to allow non-denominational study of the Bible in an elective
course, or to allow non-denominational instruction in material from the Bible in social studies
courses. The fundamental importance of the Bible in establishing America’s ideals, institutions,
and culture of liberty certainly justify non-denominational Bible instruction as a component of
civics education. At the same time, any such instruction should scrupulously avoid endorsement
of any religion or denomination.

Our model Religious Liberty bill authorizes elective study in the Bible and instruction in the
Bible, but drafts this authorization so as to champion religious freedom. Our bill does not touch
on matters such as a moment of silence, which is not narrowly speaking a matter of civics
education.

Model Legislative Text

SECTION A:

(1) Beginning in the 20XX-20XX school year, all public schools or charter schools located
within this state may offer an elective course in Bible Literacy in grades 9, 10, 11, or 12
pertaining to the Bible, its influence on Western Civilization, and its role in forming America’s
ideals, institutions, and culture of liberty.

(2) The elective course in Bible Literacy mentioned in Subsection (1) shall include:

(A) Biblical content, characters, poetry, and narratives that are prerequisites to
understanding the society, culture, and ideals and institutions of liberty of Western
Civilization and the United States of America;

(B) contents of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testament;

(C) the history of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testament;

(D) the literary style and structure of the Hebrew Scriptures or New

Testament; and



(E) the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testament on understanding the
society, culture, and ideals and institutions of liberty of Western Civilization and the
United States of America.

(3) The elective course in Bible Literacy mentioned in Subsection (1) shall consist of a
nonsectarian, nonreligious, objective academic course of study, with no attempt made to
indoctrinate students as to either the truth or falsity of the biblical materials or texts from other
religious or cultural traditions, with no attempt to include teaching of religious doctrine or
sectarian interpretation of the Bible or of texts from other religious or cultural traditions, with no
disparagement or encouragement of a commitment to a set of religious beliefs, and shall meet the
academic rigor and curriculum standards of other social studies course offered by the public
school or charter school.

(3) The elective course in Bible Literacy mentioned in Subsection (1) shall follow applicable law
and all federal and state guidelines in maintaining religious neutrality and accommodating the
diverse religious or nonreligious views, traditions and perspectives of pupils. This section is not
intended to violate any provision of the United States Constitution, the Constitution of [name of
state] or state law or any rules, guidelines or regulations adopted by the United States department
of education, the [name of state] board of education, or the [name of state] department of
education.

(4) A student shall not be required to use a specific translation as the sole text of the Hebrew
Scriptures or New Testament and may use as the basic textbook a different translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures or New Testament from that chosen by the public school, the charter school,
or the student’s teacher.

(5) Personnel shall not be assigned to teach the elective course in Bible Literacy mentioned in
Subsection (1) based on any of the following:

(A) a religious or nonreligious test;

(B) a profession of faith or lack of faith;

(C) prior or current religious affiliation or lack of religious affiliation; or

(D) criteria involving particular beliefs or lack of beliefs about the Bible.

(6) A teacher who instructs a course offered under this section in its appropriate historical
context and in good faith shall be immune from civil liability and disciplinary action for having
instructed the course.

SECTION B

(1) All public schools or charter schools located within this state may include instruction
pertaining to the Bible, its influence on Western Civilization, and its role in forming America’s
ideals, institutions, and culture of liberty as a component of courses of literature or social studies,
when relevant to the course of instruction.



(2) Instruction authorized by Subsection (1) shall consist of a nonsectarian, nonreligious,
objective academic course of study, with no attempt made to indoctrinate students as to either the
truth or falsity of the biblical materials or texts from other religious or cultural traditions, with no
attempt to include teaching of religious doctrine or sectarian interpretation of the Bible or of
texts from other religious or cultural traditions, with no disparagement or encouragement of a
commitment to a set of religious beliefs, and shall meet the academic rigor and curriculum
standards of other social studies course offered by the public school or charter school.

(3) Instruction authorized by Subsection (1) shall follow applicable law and all federal and state
guidelines in maintaining religious neutrality and accommodating the diverse religious or
nonreligious views, traditions and perspectives of pupils. This section is not intended to violate
any provision of the United States Constitution, the Constitution of [name of state] or state law
or any rules, guidelines or regulations adopted by the United States department of education, the
[name of state] board of education, or the [name of state] department of education.

(4) A teacher who provides instruction authorized by Subsection (1) in its appropriate historical
context and in good faith shall be immune from civil liability and disciplinary action for having
provided this instruction.

SECTION C:

If any provision of this chapter, or the application of any provision to any person or
circumstance, is held to be invalid, the remainder of this chapter and the application of its
provisions to any other person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby.

Existing State Statutes

Bible: Elective

Arizona: A.R.S. § 15-717.01 [Bible influence; elective course; requirements; immunity]

Arkansas: ACA § 6-16-145 [Academic study of the Bible course]

Georgia: O.C.G.A. § 20-2-148 [Elective course in History and Literature of the Old and New
Testaments; religious neutrality]

Kentucky: KRS § 158.197 [Elective course on religious scripture -- Purpose -- Restrictions --
School council or governing body authorized to display historic religious and nonreligious
artifacts, monuments, symbols, and texts in conjunction with course of study]

Oklahoma: Okla. Stat. tit. 70, § 11-103.11 [Elective course offering on Old and New Testament]

Pennsylvania: 24 P.S. § 15-1515 [Religious literature]

South Carolina: S.C. Code Ann. §59-29-230 [Old and New Testament era courses]

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00717-01.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-6-education/ar-code-sect-6-16-145.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2019/title-20/chapter-2/article-6/part-2/section-20-2-148/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=47050
https://casetext.com/statute/oklahoma-statutes/title-70-schools/70-11-10311-elective-course-offering-on-old-and-new-testament
https://codes.findlaw.com/pa/title-24-ps-education/pa-st-sect-24-15-1515.html
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c029.php


Tennessee: Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1026 [Approval for elective state funded course for
nonsectarian, nonreligious academic study of the Bible - Course requirements]

West Virginia: W. Va. Code § 18-2-9a [Elective courses of instruction on the Bible]

Bible: Study

Florida: Fla. Stat. § 1003.45 [Permitting study of the Bible and religion; permitting brief
meditation period]

Idaho: Idaho Code § 33-1604 [Bible Reading in Public Schools]

Kentucky: KRS § 158.170 [Bible to be read]

Lord’s Prayer

Kentucky: KRS § 158.175 [Recitation of Lord’s prayer and pledge of allegiance -- Instruction in
proper respect for and display of the flag -- Observation of moment of silence or reflection]

Ten Commandments Display

Kentucky: KRS § 158.178 [Ten Commandments to be displayed]

https://casetext.com/statute/tennessee-code/title-49-education/chapter-6-elementary-and-secondary-education/part-10-curriculum-generally/section-49-6-1026-approval-for-elective-state-funded-course-for-nonsectarian-nonreligious-academic-study-of-the-bible-course-requirements
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/18-2-9A/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.45.html
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH16/SECT33-1604/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3460
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3461
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3463

